
Aunt Martha’s Extravagance 
Part 1 – ‘Chad Driskell & guests’ Fly to Omaha 

 
Via a Mississippi Open Records Act request, USMNEWS.net recently obtained a large batch of 
documents from USM relating to USM president Martha Saunders’ university aircraft.  This 
series, Aunt Martha’s Extravagance, provides analysis of these documents.  The insert below presents an 
interdepartmental invoice for a trip to Omaha, Nebraska, made by (1) “Dr. Saunders & guests”, 
and (2) “Chad Driskell & guests” on 14&16-June-2009.  This trip was made to enjoy the USM 
baseball team’s participation in the 2009 College World Series.  
 

 
 

Who is Chad Driskell?  According to USM, Driskell (pictured below) is the executive assistant to 
the president for external affairs.  A native of Forest, MS, he is a 1993 graduate of USM, earning 
a bachelor’s degree in political science.  He was selected to serve in his current post by a 
committee chaired by Julian Allen, associate vice president for research and economic 
development at USM. 
 

http://www.usm.edu/pr/cms/index.php?option=com_content&task=view&id=987�


 
Chad Driskell 

 
According to the invoice, USM charged itself $9,360 for Saunders’/Driskell’s trip to Omaha to 
watch the Golden Eagles.  The portion attributable to Driskell, who is likely a big USM baseball 
fan, and his guests came to $4,680.  What are the odds that Driskell, an executive assistant at 
USM, reimbursed USM for this amount?  If you are a member of the USM faculty senate, you 
might want to ponder this question as you prepare to represent those (possibly 100) USM 
faculty who will be terminated by the 2010 budget cuts. 


